King Albert I Memorial Foundation Press Release
From Iran to Italy: Gold Medals for four mountain experts and a national park
On September 8th, 2018, in Pontresina in the Upper Engadin, the King Albert I Memorial Foundation presented the Golden Albert Mountain Award to the following persons and institution for their essential contributions to the mountain world: the rock climber Nasim Eshqi (Iran), the scientist Mark Carey (USA), the film-makers Mario Casella and Fulvio Mariani (Switzerland) and the Val Grande National Park (Italy).
The Iranian climber Nasim Eshqi surpasses her own limitations on rock as well as those set by the environment, harnessing her remarkable willpower, courage and strength. She gained recognition on the international climbing scene and is a source of inspiration for young athletes worldwide.
Mark Carey runs the Glacier Lab for the Study of Ice and Society at the University of Oregon. He gave, and continues to give, fundamentally important impulses concerning research on complex socio-economic and cultural aspects related to impacts from global warming on icy peaks.

Mario Casella and Fulvio Mariani from Switzerland have created films, that not only take a different look at mountain climbing; they especially illuminate the circumstances of life of mountain peoples – often in regions that are involved in geopolitical conflicts. They impart a new image of cultures, people and traditions that are otherwise rarely the focus of mountain films.

The Parco Nazionale Val Grande, situated in Italy between Domodossola and Lago Maggiore, protects and conserves a mountain wilderness no longer directly subject to human influence. The National Park aims to make possible for its visitors an engagement with this wilderness and to impart a unique experience of nature. It thus creates a matchless opportunity for nature tourism.

The Foundation and its goals
The King Albert I Memorial Foundation is legally registered in Zurich. The former Director of the Tourist Office of St. Moritz, Walter Amstutz, established it in 1993 in honour of the Belgian King Albert I (1875-1934), with whom he had teamed up on significant alpine ascents. The king fell to his death on February 17, 1934, while climbing solo in Marches-les-Dames near Namur, Belgium. The purpose of the foundation is to recognise people and institutions who have made exceptional and lasting contributions in fields related to the mountains of the world. The Albert Mountain Awards are presented every two years in the form of gold medals.
57 recipients of the Albert Mountain Award
A total of 57 people and institutions have now been honoured at thirteen award ceremonies in St. Moritz and Pontresina from 1994 to 2018. Among them are exceptional rock climbers and mountaineers, geographers and geologists, writers and publishers of Alpine literature, photographers, doctors specialising in high-altitude medicine, and people and institutions dedicated to protecting the mountain environment. They have all contributed to preserving the mountains as a sublime, beautiful, and secure location – as a habitat for plants and animals and a home and workplace for human populations, as recreational spaces for mountaineers, and as a part of our world heritage.
www.king-albert.ch

